
Worshiping.  Welcoming.  Caring.  Sharing. 
 

GATHERING 

Prelude    Cornerstone Medley  arr. Mark Hayes 

Call to Worship 
I will bless the Lord at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.  
I will glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice.  
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt the name of God together.  

Hymn of Praise:        O Beautiful for Spacious Skies             564 

Prayer of Adoration 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to 
sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship 
you in spirit and in truth through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Call to confession  

Lord, we do not understand our own actions. We do the very things we hate and yet with you 

there is forgiveness, with you there is mercy. Hear us as we humbly confess the ways we 
have gone astray — like lost sheep, seek us out and bring us home.  

Prayer of confession  

Merciful God, you reveal your will to us through the Word and by the Spirit, but we refuse to 

listen and follow. We do the very things we hate and then feel trapped in guilt and shame. We 
long to know the abundant life Jesus came to give, but neglect to take up his yoke and learn 
from him. Forgive us for not doing that which we know to do. Forgive us for not being who 
you call and create us to be. Accept our confession and free us yet again from the burdens 
we can no longer bear. Amen.  

Assurance of pardon (Matthew 11:28-30)  

Jesus said: “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  
Friends, believe the good news, through Jesus Christ you are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

Gloria Patri 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
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A Time of Meditation and Prayer   In Remembrance   Anna Risher 

THE WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Loving God, the chaos of the world encircles and frightens us. We worry about tomorrow, 

even though you tell us not to be anxious. Send your Spirit to quiet our distractions and draw 
us to you so that we might know the peace of your close presence. Amen.  
 
SCRIPTURE:    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

SERMON    The Yoke of Freedom   Dr. Donald Owens 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (The Apostles’ Creed) 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

SENDING 

SONG OF COMMITMENT:             I Surrender All 

 All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I freely give; 
 I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 
 I surrender all, I surrender all; 
 All to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE:  Go Now in Peace 
 
 

 


