
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER   
MAY 17, 2020 

Welcome 

Prelude    Praise Him! Praise Him! and I Sing Praises     arr. Tornquist  

Call to Worship 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what the Lord has done for me. 

Truly God has listened and given heed to the words of my prayer.  

You are blessed, O God, because you have not rejected my prayer, or removed your 
steadfast love from me.  

I will come into your house and pay you my vows, those that my lips uttered and 
my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

Let us worship God! 

Prayer of Adoration 
   O God, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things as pass 
humankind’s understanding:  Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, that we, may 
obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord 
who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy spirt, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

Hymn of Praise    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   vs. 1 & 4      pg. 263  

CONFESSION, PARDON, AND PEACE 
Call to Confession              1 John 1:8, 9 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 

Prayer of Confession    Attributed to Francis of Assisi (1181–1226)  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O 
Divine Master, grant that I may not seek so much to be consoled as to console, to 
be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life. Amen. 

Words of Assurance            Rom. 8:34; 2 Cor. 5:17  

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 
us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is 
in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that you 
are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 
 
Gloria Patri 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Prayer of Illumination 

    Creator God, you have called us to be part of your communion of saints here 
on earth.  You honor us with this calling.  Open our eyes and ears that we may 
see our mission and spread your love even as the perils of life humble us.  May 
we be renewed by your Spirit and encouraged to join together in fellowship 
though we be far from each other.  Teach us Lord.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.   

Psalter Reading        Psalm 66:8-20 

8 Bless our God, O peoples let the sound of his praise be heard, 

9 who has kept us among the living and has not let our feet slip. 

10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 

11 You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs; 

12 you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.[a] 

13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will pay you my vows, 

14 those that my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings, with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 

I will make an offering of bulls and goats.  Selah 

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me. 

17 I cried aloud to him, and he was extolled with my tongue. 

18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 

19 But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, ecause he has not rejected my prayer 

    or removed his steadfast love from me. 

 
Anthem        Where Could I Go?   J. B. Coats  
 
NT Reading         John 14:15-21  

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

15 “If you love me, you will keep[a] my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Advocate,[b] to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, because he abides with you, and he will be in[c] you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+66%3A8-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14886a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15%E2%80%9321&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26673a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15%E2%80%9321&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26674b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15%E2%80%9321&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26675c


18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you 

will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Sermon         Eternal Possibilities 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Lifting our Petitions to the Lord 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Gracious God, you neither need our praise nor want our burnt offerings. You have 

created the universe and all that therein dwells. All that we have or will become is an 

outpouring of your gracious care. You are God, with compassion and redemption 

flowing from the core of your being. You have sent us the Christ to set us aright. You 

allot the boundaries of our existence as his body the church. You determine the times 

for our ministry in his name. Apart from your mercy, we wander aimlessly through life. 

Yet you have looked with favor upon your people and for that we laud you with 

thanksgiving. In you we live, move, and have our being, and with that assurance we 

dare to give you all praise. We look to your Spirit to fill us with counsel and guidance. 

Help us to learn what it means to be called your people. As the eight were saved 

through water in the covenant made with Noah, cleanse our conscience through the 

sacrifice of Jesus made once and for all. Fill us with zeal for the fulfillment of your 

commandments. Give us endurance and patience when the waters are troubled. May 

we tread bravely the way of the cross. As Christ has subjected all authorities and 

powers, rendering them mute upon hearing your word, attune us to your wisdom, to 

learn from the Scripture what you would have us do. You hide not yourself from us; our 

ignorance you do not overlook. Accept therefore our repentance through Jesus Christ, 

and fill us anew with the promise he lived and died to proclaim. As the Spirit pervades 

us, may we live in Christ to your eternal glory. 

  



The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 

Hymn of Commitment       Standing on the Promises   pg 175        

Charge & Blessing 

Go forth this day in joy, knowing that in the goodness of God you were born, by his 

mercy you have been kept all the day long. As a sign of his everlasting grace you have 

been redeemed for a purpose. So, go now and live in the midst of God’s purpose for 

your life. And as you go, may the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make His 

face to shine upon you, and give you peace, this day and forever more. Amen. 

Postlude           Go Now in Peace 


