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APRIL 26, 2020 

Welcome 

Prelude    Our God Reigns   arr. Bock 

Call to Worship 

I love the Lord, because God has heard my voice and my supplications.  

Because you inclined your ear to me, therefore I will call on you as long as 

I live.  

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.  

I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people.  

Let us worship God! 

Prayer of Adoration 

Let us pray,     We enter your courts with praise, O God; we come into your 

house with thanksgiving. In Christ you give us the cup of salvation; in him we 

receive the bread of life. To you indeed our vows are to be made; you shall hear 

our confession of faith. So be with us now as we gather, and be pleased with 

the homage we bring. 

*Hymn of Praise  Rejoice – the Lord is King!   Pg. 143 

CONFESSION, PARDON, AND PEACE 

Call to Confession 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin 

to God. 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we 

have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. 



Words of Assurance 

Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. I 

declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen. 

Gloria Patri 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Prayer of Illumination 

O God, by your Spirit tell us what we need to hear, and show us what we ought 

to do, to obey Jesus Christ our Savior in this week to come. Amen. 

NT Reading         Luke 24:13–35  

The Walk to Emmaus 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each 

other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 

and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their 

eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are 

you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 

looking sad.[b] 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 

him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 

things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, 

“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,[c] who 

was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 

people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 

the one to redeem Israel.[d] Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 

since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they 

did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 

indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of 
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those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 

had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah[e] should suffer these 

things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and 

all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures. 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he 

walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, 

saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 

nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table 

with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 

them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 

burning within us[f] while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned 

to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 

appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 

bread. (NRSV) 

Anthem       How Great Is Our God   

Sermon   “Opening Our Eyes, So That We Might See” 

 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Lifting our Petitions to the Lord 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

O God, we are a people of promise, thanks to your abiding grace. Through the 

gift of your Son Jesus we are born anew. You do not forsake us when we stray 

from your way. You have sent us the Christ, who shows us your will. In our 

distance from you he has redeemed us from exile, and been by our side. He 

brings us the light to illumine your desires, and shows us our error when we 

disobey you. In him we have confidence that you will set things right. For all that 

you do for us, we thank you through Christ. We pray for all who have their own 

Emmaus to reach, whose eyes have not seen that Christ lives in their midst. We 

pray for those who fear losing control of who they shall be. Help us to show 

them what it means to be filled with the Spirit. We pray for those seeking to 

cope with the pressures they face. Help us to guide them to submit to your will. 

We pray for those who fashion idols of what Christ ought to be. Help us to teach 

them how to obey his commands. Help us to guide them to take that first leap of 

faith. May they discover through their trust that you do not leave them alone. 

There are others who have heard the good news and now wonder what it 

means. They are new to Christ’s church and eager for faith. They are tempted 

to be overzealous and expect results beyond their means to accomplish. Help 

us, O God, to surround them with care. While we partake of their zeal, may we 

temper their desires, and together grow in fulfilling Christ’s call. While our hearts 

burn within, open the Scriptures to us.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



THE SENDING 

Hymn of Commitment   Thine Is the Glory     pg 122 

Charge & Blessing 

Go forth this day in joy, knowing that in the goodness of God you were born, by 

his mercy you have been kept all the day long. As a sign of his everlasting 

grace you have been redeemed for a purpose. So, go now and live in the midst 

of God’s purpose for your life. And as you go, may the Lord bless you and keep 

you, may the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and give you peace, this 

day and forever more. Amen. 

 

Postlude    Go Now in Peace 


