
2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER   

APRIL 19, 2020 

Welcome 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.”  

I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart 

instructs me.  

Therefore, my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests 

secure.  

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of 

joy. Leader: Let us worship God! 

Prayer of Adoration 

Source of our refuge and strength, as we enter your sanctuary you guide 

the way our footsteps should go. You protect us from paths that often 

imperil us; you shield us from situations we should not pursue. As we 

pause to ponder your bountiful goodness, may your comforting presence 

precede us this day. Hear our words of praise and thanksgiving as we 

respond to your counsel and care. 

Hymn of Praise   Morning Has Broken   pg469 

CONFESSION, PARDON, AND PEACE 

Call to Confession 

Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our 

weaknesses, since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us 

confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Prayer of Confession 

     Loving God, we confess that we have sinned. Even though we 

want to do what is right, we did not always succeed this week.   



Not only did we fail to do what was right, but at times we consciously 

chose to think and act in ways we knew were wrong. We are truly 

sorry, and we ask for your forgiveness. Redeem us and set us 

straight in our ways. 

Words of Assurance 

Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our 

sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 

that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are 

forgiven. Amen. 

Gloria Patri 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Prayer of Illumination 

O God, by your Spirit tell us what we need to hear, and show us what we 

ought to do, to obey Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

OT Reading        Psalm 16 

1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 

    I have no good apart from you.”[a] 

3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 

    in whom is all my delight. 

4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;[b] 

    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

    or take their names upon my lips. 

5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

    you hold my lot. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep the Lord always before me; 

    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 

    my body also rests secure. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14095a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14097b


10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 

    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

11 You show me the path of life. 

    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Anthem 

NT Reading        John 20:19-23 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.”      

Sermon      “THE LIVING RESSURECTION” 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Lifting our Petitions to the Lord 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All blessing and honor is due unto you, O God; by your unending love we 

have been born again to a life full of freedom and hope. You have caused 

the bonds that enslaved us to be loosened through your forgiveness 

offered in Christ Jesus. You have opened our eyes through his vision of 

your gracious will. We see now what it means to care for our neighbor. 

With his sacrifice made once and for all, you broke down the walls of 

enmity and strife. We are able to cross lines of hostility, seeking 

reconciliation and peace. For all that we thank you, as we offer this prayer. 

We thank you for the life full of freedom and hope. We pray that what we 

do will be worthy of your covenant that Christ sealed on the cross. We 

thank you for forgiveness that opens our eyes to your gracious will. We 

pray that you will pour out your Spirit freshly upon us, and kindle us anew 

with the flame of your desires. We thank you for neighbors, and for 



showing us what it means to care. We pray that as we prophesy, you will 

give us commitment to act within your society. We thank you for breaking 

down the walls of enmity and strife. Let us not be content with the way 

things are, when so many are suffering without some sign of hope. We 

thank you for the ability to cross lines of hostility, seeking reconciliation 

and peace. As we see visions of what ought to be done, make us not 

afraid to speak out on behalf of those whose voices are not heard. We 

thank you for Christ who suffered on behalf of us all. When our faith is put 

to the test, and we face the trials that obedience demands, fill us with 

boldness to proclaim just what new life may mean.   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE SENDING 

Hymn of Commitment     The Day of Resurrection!    pg 118  

Charge & Blessing 

Go forth this day in joy, knowing that in the goodness of God you were 

born, by his mercy you have been kept all the day long. As a sign of his 

everlasting grace you have been redeemed for a purpose. So, go now and 

live in the midst of God’s purpose for your life. And as you go, may the 

Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, this day and forever more. Amen. 

 

Postlude    Go Now in Faith 

 


