
1st Sunday of Christmas 
December 29, 2019 

Gathering 

Gathering Music 

Welcome 

Minute for Mission   Joy Offering        

Prelude   What Child Is This?   arr. Rouse 

Call to Worship 
The time to celebrate is now! 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders. 
He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
The time for rejoicing is now!  Let us praise God! 

Hymn of Praise   Joy to the World!         pg. 40 

Confession, Pardon, & Peace 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 
   Loving God, you have given us so much to celebrate in the birth of Jesus, 
and yet the wonder of Christmas is fading fast, and we are aware more than 
ever of broken relationships, and our broken world.  We cut ourselves off from 
the joy that you intend for us, choosing instead to dwell on our unworthiness 
or the unworthiness of others to celebrate with you. 
   Forgive us, O God, for shrouding our joy so soon in impossibilities, for 
denying and refusing your grace in Jesus.  Help us to unbind our joy, to let it 
bubble up through our souls and flow from our being in celebration.  Help us 
to turn from our darkness toward the excitement of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri 

*Passing the Peace.   

Anthem     Tell The News  Mary McDonald  

Hearing God’s Word 

Prayer of Illumination       

Hymn of Preparation Angels, from the Realms of Glory pg. 22   

OT Reading        Isaiah 63: 7-9  

NT Reading        Matthew 2: 13-23 
         
Sermon        “The New Moses”  

Responding to God’s Word 

*Affirmation of Faith 
    I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead.  
   I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. AMEN. 
 
Call for Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Music  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly      arr. Thygerson  

*Doxology    

*Offertory Prayer 

Prayers of the People 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.   Amen 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn of Commitment Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   pg 31   

*Charge and Blessing  
Go forth this day in joy, 

Knowing that in the goodness of God you were born, 
by his mercy you have been kept all the day long. 

And as a sign of His everlasting grace, 
you have been redeemed for a purpose. 

So, go now and live in the midst of God's purpose for your life. 
 

And as you go, may the Lord bless you and keep you, 
may the Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
 and give you peace, this day and forever more. 

Amen. 

Response 

Postlude   Go, Tell it On the Mountain  Spiritual 
        
 
 
 
*Please rise in body or spirit 
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