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18thSunday in Ordinary Time 
Gathering Music 

WELCOME 

 
PRELUDE   Fellowship Medley  arr. Leatherman             

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

We are children of God, learning to walk. 

Day by day, we are learning to be the church. 
God is a loving parent, teaching us to walk. 

God loves us, leads us, and feed us. 
 

*HYMN#477     Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us return to our God in confession, 
considering God’s steadfast love. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Nurturing God, you continue to lead us in upright ways on account 

of your love for us. Yet we do not always follow your call; we turn 
away from you and go our own way. Forgive us, and return us to our 

rightful home in you, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 

Let each of us pray our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Hear these words from our God: 

I cannot give up on you – 
my compassion grows warm and tender. 

When my children come trembling, 
I will bring them home. 

Believe in the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 



Christ is our peace! 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you 

 

Congregation:  #422  Anywhere with Jesus verses 1 & 3 
Hymn Sing   #397 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus  verses 1 & 3 

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Let us pray: 
God, we trust that you have our best 

 interests at heart. 
As we hear the reading of your Word, 

remind us that we have been raised with Christ, 

and inspire us to seek the things that are above, 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING- Hosea: 11:1-11 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks, be to God 
 

THE GOSPEL READING-Luke 12:13-21 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                        The Gift of Relationship  

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We are a cloth of diverse colors made from many gifts and graces 
that flow forth from our Creator, surprising ourselves with the 
things which can be done. 
 

We are the raw material of Christ, for rewarding relationships as our 
lives interweave, contributing one to the other, and holding each 

other firm when one is weak or breaking. 
 

We are each, as a child of God, worthy of being respected and 

cared for, essential to our design, skilled in our appointed tasks, 
sources of laughter and sharers of tears. 
 

We commit ourselves to work together, through our heavenly 

Father, His only Son and God’s glorious Holy Spirit, knowing that 
one day, this world may be a place where all God’s people live in 
justice, freedom and peace. 

 
*HYMN#383                My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 
OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY      The Bond of Love arr. Bock 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING 

Holy One, we give you thanks for the richness of our lives. Bless 

these tithes and offerings, that they might be used as expressions 
of your steadfast love for those in need near and far. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                          THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

*HYMN#384         O Love That Will Not Let Me Go  
 

CHARGE 
Remember, you never know when your life will be demanded of you. 

So do not be a fool who stores up riches for yourself, but is poor to the 

Lord God. 
 

BLESSING 
Now may we be raised with Christ into the things that are above. 

May we strip off our old selves and clothe ourselves in the new self 
that is renewed in the image of its creator. 

And may we find our home in the community of the Holy Spirit 

where there is no longer Jew and Gentile, 
 religious and unreligious, conservative and liberal, rich and poor, 

but where Christ is all and in all! Amen. 
 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

POSTLUDE   Tell All the World About Love  arr. Bock 
 


