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Easter Sunday 
Gathering Music 

WELCOME 

Minute for Mission      One Great Hour of Sharing Video 

PRELUDE         He Lives  arr. Stewart Landon 

               
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

People of God, we are witnesses to these things: 

that Christ died, hanging on the cross; 
that God raised him from the dead on the third day; 

that he is coming again in glory to reign. 
This is the good news we tell to all the world: 

Jesus Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

*HYMN#113            Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
We know that God shows no partiality, 

but welcomes and forgives all those who repent and believe. 

Let us confess our sin. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, we have heard the good news: how on the third day, Christ 
rose again. Still we look for the living among the dead. You rolled away 

the stone from the tomb. Still we look for the living among the dead. You 
sent messengers to proclaim the gospel. Still we look for the living among 

the dead. You were faithful to your promised; you have done wonderful 
things! Still we look for the living among the dead. Forgive us, Lord, we 
pray. Teach us to trust your promise and to believe the good news of 

salvation: Christ is alive; Jesus is risen from the dead. Amen 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

Hear what the prophets have spoken 
that everyone who believes in Christ 



 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
Friends, believe the good news: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

Christ is our peace. 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM     Written in Red  Gordon Jensen 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Living God, by your Holy Spirit, 
open our eyes to see this day; 

open our lips to tell of the empty tomb; 
open our hearts to believe the good news; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PSALTER READING: - Psalm 118:1-2,16-17,22-23 

The Word Of The Lord 
Thanks Be To God 

 
THE GOSPEL READING: - John 20:1-18 

The Gospel Of Our Lord 

Praise To You, O Lord. 
 

SERMON            Living Easter 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
(From the Brief Statement of Faith) 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God 

created the world good and makes everyone equally in God's image 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  Ignoring God's 
commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to 

the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God's condemnation. Yet 
God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

*HYMN#106               Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks  
 

THE EUCHARIST  
OFFERING 

 
OFFERTORY          Because He Lives     Gaither 

 
*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

We praise you, O God, and give you thanks that you have given us such 

joy, grace, and hope, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let all 
our words and actions, our love and service bear witness to your 

resurrection power; for the sake of our living Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE INVITATION 

Friends, let us come out of the darkness 
and join together in the unity and light of God’s love. 

You are invited to this table of life 
as we join with each other 

and seek communion with God. 

 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

God is with you! 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to our Creator. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give you  

our thanks and praise, O God! 

 
You created the world by speaking life into being. 

You placed within us and within each plant and animal 
of your creation amazing abilities to form and nurture new life, 

so that your creation might be renewed, 

reborn, season by season, child by child. 



 

You covenanted with your people and gave them Law 
that showed the way of Life–a path of peace, 

justice, mercy, reverence, love. 

You provided wise men and women  

as judges for your people 
to show them the path to Life. 

You called forth prophets  

who dared to speak the truth of Life 
to worldly powers that promoted death. 

You sent Jesus, your Son, to walk in the way of Life— 
that we might follow. He suffered and died 

because of his refusal to participate 

in the death-dealing violence of the world. 
He rose again in victory because the powers of death 

cannot overcome the Divine power of Life. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes 
 in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
You are holy, O God of Life, 

and holy is Jesus Christ, your Son,  
the resurrected One. 

You sent your only-begotten,  

in whom your fullness dwells, 
to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. 

Prayers for the People 

Revealing your love, radiating your life, 
Jesus taught those who listened to him, 

healed those who believed in him, received all who sought him. 
 

He enacted peace in the midst of violence, 
 love in the face of hate. 

He offered Divine Life to all people 
suffering under worldly forces of death. 

 
We thank you, God,  

for the incredible gift of Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
Through his resurrection  

you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

and made us a new people. 

 
It is as the renewed, redeemed, enlivened people of God 

that we gather this morning and remember together that  
on the night before he died, Jesus took bread, 

and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
Longing to experience and share 
the fullness of Life that you offer, 

we take these gifts that you have given us, 
this bread and this cup, 

and celebrate with joy the eternal Life 
offered to us through Jesus Christ. 

 

Accept our praise and thanksgiving, 
accept our lives as holy offerings to you, 

that in losing our life we might find true Life 
and proclaim the Resurrected Christ who offers life to all.  



 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 
Gracious God, 

pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon these your gifts of bread and cup. 
By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ 

and with all who seek to follow in his life-giving way, 
that we may further your reign 

of peace and justice in every place. 

In the eating of this bread, as Christ’s body, 
and in the sharing of this cup, as Christ’s blood, 

we invite your life to fill us; 
we invite your Spirit to lead us ever more faithfully 

to be the body of Christ in the world. 

All glory and honor are yours, 
eternal God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
As we prepare to eat the meal,  

let us share together the proclamation of our faith: 
 

 Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

 
Let us pray together; “Our Father…” 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Because there is one bread, we, 

 who are many, are one body; 
for we all partake of the one bread. 

The cup of blessing that we bless, 

is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 

The bread that we break, 

is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? 

So whether you eat or drink.  
Or whatever you do, 

Do everything for the glory of God 
 

Elders Come Forward 
 

Jesus said blessed are those  

who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
for they shall be feed. 

 
Please come, the meal is ready.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy, gracious, God, here at this table your promise of life is made 
tangible. We have rested in the depth of your love; We have tasted your 

nourishing, nurturing presence; We accept you into our bodies, into our 
lives. Together, at this table, you have offered us life. Together, by your 

grace, we accept the life you offer. And we give you thanks. 
 

*HYMN#122                      Thine Is The Glory  

 
*THE CHARGE 

Go out with joy to tell the good news: 

Jesus Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

*THE BLESSING 
Grace and peace to all  

who have an undying love  

for our living Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia! Amen! 

 
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   

 
POSTLUDE    Our God Reigns  arr. Bock 

 


