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 Sunday of Easter 

Gathering Music 
WELCOME  

 
PRELUDE     Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day  arr. Wilson               

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! Celebrate God in this sacred space! 

Celebrate God in all places under heaven! 
Give praise for God’s mighty deeds! 

Give praise for God’s resurrection power!  

Praise God with a fanfare of trumpets. 
Praise God with a heart and music! 

Praise God with tambourines and dancing! 
Praise God with flutes and guitars! 
Praise God with symbols and drums! 

Let everything with life and breath praise God! 
 

*HYMN#151              Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

When we keep our fears and faults locked up inside of us, 
it is hard to be healed and receive new life. 

So let us open ourselves to God in confession, 
trusting the Lord’s desire to give us peace. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of the empty tomb and empty hearts, when we are afraid to speak 

our faith in the world, forgive us and help us to find our voice. When we 
are afraid to forgive and to love again, forgive us and give us the power 
to forgive. When we are afraid to stand up to misguided authority, join 

with the meek to make us all strong. When we are confined by our 
hurts, touch us with your wounded hands and set us free. When we are 

locked behind our doubts and fears, pass through our barricades, open 
our hearts, and give us peace. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

Christ comes with healing light 
 into our locked places and shadowy hurts, 

resurrecting our spirits and breathing into us new life. 
As God’s own forgiven people, go to bring peace, forgiveness,  

and new life to the world in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 
Christ is our peace. 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM All Because of God’s Amazing Grace   arr. M Lister 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Living God, as the risen Christ came into  

the locked room of the first disciples, 
May your Word enter into us, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

so that we who have not seen may yet live. Amen. 
 

THE PSALTER READING: - Psalm 118:14-29 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING: - Acts 5:27-32 

The Word of Our Lord 
Praise to you, O Lord. 

 

SERMON                               Free to Serve God             



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Based on Ephesians 2 

By his mighty power God raised from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ and seated him at his right hand in heaven; far above all rule 

and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, 
not only in the present age but also in the age to come. 
 God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 

over everything for the Church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills everything everywhere and always.  Amen.  

 
*HYMN#383                     My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY      I’ve Just Seen Jesus       arr. Bock 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Holy One, bless these offerings and transform them into healing for the 

wounded, hope for the disheartened, courage for the frightened, and faith 
for the embittered. In the name of Jesus Christ, your faithful witness, the 
first resurrected, and ruler of the sovereigns of the earth. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN#132                   He Lives 

 
*THE CHARGE 

Go to celebrate all that God has done 

as Christ breeds new life into you, sending you 
out with the Spirit of forgiveness and faith for the life of the world. 

 
*THE BLESSING 

May you be filled with the grace and peace of God 

who is and was and is to come, 
and with the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

God’s faithful witness, who loves us and sets us free. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   

POSTLUDE    He Is Exalted    arr. Bock 
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