
 
THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 
Prelude 

GREETING 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

OPENING WORDS 

On this Good Friday, 
we contemplate the good news of the cross: 

how Christ our Lord stretched out his arms 
to embrace a world of suffering and sin; 

how Christ our Lord stretched out his arms to save us. 

 
*HYMN 101         When I Survey the Wondrous Cross    

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Psalm 53 

Fools say in their hearts, “there is no God.” 
They are corrupt, every deed is vile; 
there is no one who does any good. 

God looks down from heaven upon us all, 
to see if there is anyone who is  

wise, who seeks after God. 
They have all proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; 

there is none who does good, no, not one. 

Have they no knowledge, those evildoers 
who eat up my people like bread  

and do not call upon God? 
See how greatly they tremble; 

for God has scattered the bones of the enemy; 
they are put to shame, because God has rejected. 

Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! 
When God restores the fortunes of the people, 

Jacob will rejoice and Israel will be glad. 
 

Let us pray:                    PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, apart from you nothing is true, nothing is holy. Do not look on 
our faithless ways, but on the faithfulness of your Son. Deliver us from 

doing evil, remove the shame of your people, and restore us to joy and 
gladness; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
God is our helper. God hears our prayers; 

Behold, God is our helper;  
it is the Lord who forgives 

and sustains our lives. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Holy One, our strength in suffering 

and our hope for salvation, 

Lift up your Word of life 
and pour out your Spirit of grace 

so that we may follow faithfully 
all the way to the cross; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings: 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
John 18:1-19:42 

 

HOMILY                    Put Away The Sword 
 

Solo                                Were You There 
by Don Martinson  



THE SOLEMN INTERCESSION 

Beloved people of God, 

as Jesus stretched out his arms on the cross 
to offer life and salvation to all, 

let us pray for the world and church  
that God loves so much.  

 

Let us pray for the church throughout the world. 

Silent Prayer 

Almighty and eternal God,  
you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 

By your Holy Spirit, guide the church 

and gather it throughout the world. 
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 

and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for this presbytery and congregation. 

Silent Prayer 

Almighty and eternal God, 

your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold pastors and other leaders; 

 keep them in health and safety for the good of the church. 
Help each of us to do faithfully 

the work to which you have called us.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Silent prayer. 

Let us pray for the one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church of Christ throughout the world: 
For its unity in witness and service, 

for all church leaders and minister 
and the people who they serve, 

for all the people of this Presbytery, 

Synod, and General Assembly, 
 for all Christians in this community, 

for those about to be baptized 
that God will confirm the church in faith, 

increase it in love and preserve it in peace.  
 

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, 
and for those in authority among them: 

Silent Prayer 

For Donald Trump, the president of the United States, 
and the Congress and Supreme Court, 

for the members and representatives of the United Nations, 
for all who serve the common good, 

That by God’s help 

that we may seek justice and truth,  
and live in peace and concord.  Amen 

Silent Prayer 

Almighty God, 
kindle, we pray, and every heart 

the true love of peace, 
and guide with your wisdom 

those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, 

that justice and peace may increase, 
until the church is filled 

with the knowledge of your love; Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Silent Prayer 

Let us pray for all who suffer 

and are afflicted in body or in mind: 
for the hungry and homeless, 

the destitute and the oppressed, 
and all who suffer persecution, doubt, and despair, 

for the sorrowful and bereaved, 

for prisoners and captives 
and those in mortal danger. 

Gracious God, 
the comfort of all who sorrow, 
the strength of all who suffer, 

hear the cry of those in misery and need. 
In their affliction show them your mercy, 



and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them, 
for the sake of him who suffered for us, 

your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

Let us pray for all who have not received the gospel of Christ: 

Silent Prayer 

For all who have not heard the words of salvation, 
for all who have lost their faith, 

for all who sin has made them indifferent to Christ, 
for all who actively oppose Christ by word or deed, 

for all who are enemies of the cross of Christ, 
and persecutors of his disciples, 

for all who in the name of Christ have persecuted others.  

 
That God will open their hearts to the truth 

and lead them to faith and obedience 

Silent Prayer 

Merciful God, 

creator of the peoples of the earth and the love of souls, 
have compassion on all who do not know you 
as you are revealed in your son Jesus Christ.  

Let your gospel be preached with grace and power 
to those who have not heard. 

Turn the hearts of those who resisted, 
and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; 

that there may be one flock under one shepherd, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Silent Prayer 

Let us commit ourselves to God, 
and pray for the grace of a holy life, 

that with all who have departed this life 

and have died in the peace of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to God alone, 

we may be accounted worthy 
to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, 

and receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection.   

Eternal God of unchanging power and light, 
look with mercy on your whole church. 

Bring to completion your saving work, 
so that the whole world may see 

the following lifted up, 
the old made new, 

and all things brought to perfection 
by him through whom all things were made, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask. 

Our Father… 
 

SOLEMN REP0RACHES OF THE CROSS 
Behold the cross 

on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 

Come, let us worship. 
 

Behold the cross 
on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 

Come, let us worship. 
 

Behold the cross 

on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 
Come, let us worship. 

 
O my people, O my church, 
What have I done to you, 

or in what have I offended you? 
Answer me. 

I led you forth from the land of Egypt 
and deliver you by the waters of baptism, 

but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Lord have mercy. 
 

What more could I have done for you 
that I have not done?



I planted you, my chosen and fairest vineyard, 
I made you the branches of vine; 

but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink 
and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior, 

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

I went before you in a pillar of cloud, 

and you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate. 
I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, 

but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me. 
I gave you the water of salvation from the rock, 
but you have given me gall and left me to thirst, 

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

I planted you as my fairest vineyard, 
but you brought forth bitter fruit; 
I made two branches of the vine 

and never left your side,  
but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

I poured out saving water from the rock, 

but you gave me vinegar to drink; 
I poured out my life 

and gave you the new covenant in my blood,  

but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

I gave you a royal scepter, 
but you gave me a crown of thorns; 

I gave you the kingdom 

and crowned you with eternal life, 
but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

I struck down your enemies, 
but you struck my head with a reed; 

I gave you my peace, 
but you draw the sword in my name, 

and you have made a cross for your savior. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

I opened the waters 
to lead you to the promised land, 

but you open my side with a spear; 
I washed your feet as a sign of my love, 

but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

 

I lifted you up to the Heights, 
but you lifted me high on the cross; 

 I raised you from death 
and prepared for you the tree of life, 

but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

I grafted you into my people Israel, 
but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, 

and you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 

a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not clothe me, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me, 

and you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

 
Choral Response       O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

cello accompaniment 

 
*Dismissal 

 

ALL LEAVE IN SILENCE 

 
Wilma McLean, liturgist Don Martinson, soloist  Doris Clements, pianist  
Marcia McClanahan, cellist  Phil Arnold, PowerPoint  Readers: Susan Arnold, 
Jim Bruggeman, Lana Bruggeman, Laura Chitwood, Mary Ann Chitwood, Kathie 

Gifford, Judy Sroufe and Nancy Taylor.  
 


