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PRELUDE    Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Coming together as God’s children, we recognize our sin and seek God’s merciful presence. Let us 

pray: 
God our Father, as we begin this holy season of Lent, help us to see that your merciful 

love is with us always, even when we wander far from you. We ask you to change our 
hearts that we might become better followers of your Son Jesus. With the help of your 
grace, may our prayers and sacrifices over the next forty days lead us to welcome Jesus 

in each other, in the poor, sick and lonely so that together, we can greet Jesus as one 
family at Easter.  We make this prayer to you in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #81  Lord, Who Through These Forty Days 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Trusting in divine mercy, and with humble hearts, let us confess our sins before God and one 

another. 
We confess to almighty God, and to our brothers and sisters, that we have sinned 
through our own fault, in our thoughts, and in our words-in what we have done and in 

what we have failed to do. We ask all the saints of the church, and all our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, to pray for us as we in turn pray for them to the Lord, our God. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen, Amen. 

Let us be attentive to God’s Word: 

First Reading: Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 51 

Be merciful to me, O God, 

Because of your constant love. 
Because of your great mercy, wipe away my sins! 
Wash away all my evil, and make me clean from my sin. 

Thanks be to God. 

I recognize my faults; I am always conscious of my sins.  I have sinned against you–only against 

you-and have done what is wrong in your sight. 



Thanks be to God. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me 

away from your presence, and do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Thanks be to God. 

Give me again the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you. O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare your praise. 

God’s compassion is everlasting to everlasting.  Praise be to God.  Amen. 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Chancel Choir:      Tender Jesus, Lamb of God         By Douglas Nolan 

 
SERMON         Journeying With Our Eyes on Jesus 

 
*HYMN# 84    In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
 

BLESSING OF ASHES 
Join and ask God to bless our ashes.  Freely receive them on your foreheads as a sign that you 

want to turn away from sin, and to follow Jesus the Messiah. Let us pray: 

Lord our God, we ask you to bless these ashes, symbol of our desire to turn away from 

you, and to follow Jesus your Son. May your Holy Spirit give us the strength to pray 
and to be receptive to your love during this holy season of Lent, as we joyfully wait to 
meet Jesus, risen from the dead, at Easter.  We make this prayer to you in the name of 

Jesus, our Lord.  Amen 

(Please come forward to receive ashes.) 

“Repent and believe in the Gospel” 

   When I Look into Your Holiness    arr. Berry 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Let us pray for the Church.  That all God’s people will remember their lonely, poor and forgotten 
brothers and sisters, by sharing their food, money and time with them this Lent and always.  We 

pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Let us pray for the leaders of the Church, especially our Moderator and Stated Clerk of our general 

Assembly, our Moderator and Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, all Ruling Elders and Commissioned 
Ruling Elders, Deacons, Teaching Elders and Church Employees.  May God give them the wisdom 

to guide all of us to become blessed in following Jesus. We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 Let us pray for world peace.  That those who lead our countries may do what is best for all the 

peoples of the world, especially the poor and needy, when they make important decisions. We 
pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 


