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They got up, drove him out of the town, and lead him to the brow of the hill on 
which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.  Luke 4 : 29 
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4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Gathering Music 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE       God Will Make a Way  arr. Doran              
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

From the very beginning, God calls us. 
God sets us apart with the meaning and purpose. 

We come up with excuses to avoid our calls, for we are afraid. 
But God re-assures us in many and various ways 

through the course of our days. 
Even if we are brought to the edge of a cliff, 

God is with us and sustains us. 

 
*HYMN #467                  How Great Thou Art 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Trust in the One who made us and redeemed us 

let us confess our sin. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, our Deliverer, we confess that we are too reluctant to speak and to 
live according to your truth. We grow comfortable with the way things 

are, politely and passively condoning injustice. We see ourselves as 
“insiders,” excluding those we consider “outsiders.” We find it easier to 

pluck up and pull down, to destroy and overthrow, than to build and to 
plant. Forgive us, O God, for being timid disciples. Empty us of fear and 
shame and fill us with love that is humble and patient and kind. We pray 

this in the name of the one who humbled himself, Jesus the Christ. Amen 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  



Though we know only in part we are fully known to God. 
By the grace of Christ, God forgives us in love, 

and calls us to abide in faith, in hope, and in love. 
Amen. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 

 

Christ is our peace. 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM      Who Is This Stranger? Joseph Martin 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Let us pray: 

God of life, death, and resurrection, 

we are grateful for life and all its gifts. 
Increase in us the stuff that life is made of – 

faith, hope, and love, but especially love – 
that we may abide with you eternally through Jesus Christ, 

our lover and our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST READING: - Jeremiah 1:4-10 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

THE GOSPEL READING: - Luke 4:21-30 
The Gospel of Our Lord 

    Praise to you, O Lord. 
 
SERMON                                To The Outsider 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in God, the creator of all things, the giver of life and breath. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, born Emmanuel, God with us, baptized and 
revealed the most beloved Son of God; he sought to heal humanity by 

taking our brokenness upon himself, suffering for us, dying for us and 
being raised from the dead for our sake and for the sake of all the 

world.  

We believe that he will come again. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, continually poured out refreshing our 

lives, leading us into a new day, ever-birthing the church, the body of 
Christ in the world. This Spirit is our soul companion and counselor of 

truth reminding us of the gift of faith, the ever presence of God and the 
promise of eternal life. Thanks be to God!   Amen. 
 

*HYMN#171              The King of Love My Shepherd Is   vs. 1,2,3,& 6 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY         Be Still and Know  arr. Bock 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Oh God bless these gifts that we have given as expressions of our love 
for you and our neighbors, that they might bring closer to fulfillment your 

reign of peace and love; through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN#447                    Lead On, O King Eternal  

 
*THE CHARGE 

Empowered by God’s love for you, go out and 
 love your neighbors, the ones just like you; 

the ones you disagree with; 

and those different from you. 
 

*THE BLESSING 
Now may the grace of God, 

the love of Christ, 

and the friendship of the Holy Spirit 
go with us all. Amen. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   
 

POSTLUDE           Heaven Came Down and Glory Filled My Soul    arr. Bock 
 

 


