
Epiphany Sunday  

January 6, 2019 

Holy Communion 

Gathering Music 

WELCOME by Liturgist:  Sandi Johnson 

PRELUDE         Shine, Jesus, Shine  arr. Doran 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Arise, shine; for your light has come! 
The glory of God has risen upon us. 

Tell the good news throughout the earth; 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ is for all. 

Come and adore the Savior of the nations. 
We offer the gifts of our lives to the Lord. 

 

*HYMN#63                   As With Gladness Men of Old 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God judges the nations with righteousness, 
and answers the poor with justice 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal 
your love for all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the 

brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for 
justice; we do not strive for peace. 
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of your spirit.  

Forgiven and renewed we may show forth your glory shining in the  
face of Jesus Christ. 

SILENT CONFESSION 
We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

 
THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

The mercy of the Lord is like rain,

like showers that water the earth. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

Christ is our peace. 
May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM        From The Day You Were Born       by Naggy 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Let us bow our heads: 

Holy One, giver of all light, 
lift up our hearts and minds to Christ, 

the morning star that never fades. 

By the light of your Holy Spirit 
reveal to us your saving Word 

and lead us to offer our lives to you 
in service and love; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST READING: - Isaiah 60:1-6 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

    THE GOSPEL READING-Matthew 2:1-12 
The Gospel of the Lord 

     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                 ANOTHER WAY 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Written by Bruce Prewer 

I believe in a God who makes all things new, who does not wait for us to 

find ourselves but comes seeking the lost and calling us into a new way. 

I believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s dynamic creativity, that when he 

calls us to follow, Christ gives us the power to turn out to be, both in 
creed and deed, the children of the living God.  



I believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes to us, calling us to follow 
him into an obedience which is true liberty and to humble service which 

is the fruit of our holy bond with God and one another. 

I believe in the church, Christ’s body, as the fellowship of Christ’s people, 

called to respect and support one another through joys and tribulations 
as we travel the road towards the “promised land” of God’s future. 

Because Christ has called each of us to serve the church and one another, 

let us truly believe in God’s call for us and take the leap of faith to be the 
Christ to others. Amen. 

 
*HYMN#500                 Become To Us the Living Bread 
 

THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY      More Than Wonderful  arr. Hayes 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Gracious God, you led three men of wisdom to seek Jesus, your Holy Child, 
born of Mary. Overjoyed in the presence of his radiant light, the men knelt 

down at the infant’s crib and offered him precious gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. We, too, offer our gifts in gratitude, reverence, 
and thanksgiving for the birth of your child, whom you called to lead the 

world into fullness of life. Receive and bless this offering as a joyful sign 
of the boundless love and abundant life we are called to share in Christ. 

Amen. 
 

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

This is the table of Jesus Christ. 
It is made ready for those who love God 

and who want to love God more. 
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little. 

You who have been here often 

and you who have not been for a long time or ever before, 
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, not because the Church invites you;  
It is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here. 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 
It is truly right and our greatest joy 

to give you thanks and praise,  

God of majesty and splendor. 

 
Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, 

the giver of life: 

Blessed are you 

for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you 

 in the darkness and the light.  

Blessed are you 

For your promises to your people. 

Blessed are you, 

in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you 

for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

Hosanna in the highest, 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

When Jesus was at table with his disciples 
 



he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them, saying “Take, eat. 

Whenever you do this, remember me”. 
 

In the same way he took and poured the cup, 
saying: “Take and drink. 

Whenever you do this, remember me”. 

 
Now, whatever we eat and drink at this table, 

we celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection 
until he comes again. 

 

Prayer Requests. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word 

dwelling among us,  

full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth 

in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

According to Christ’s command: 

We remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory. 
 

Holy God, 

we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people, 

fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

As Jesus teaches us, let us pray 

to the God who gives us birth. Our Father… 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Because there is one loaf, 

we, many as we are, are one body; 
For it is one loaf of which we partake. 

When we break the bread, 
is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? 

When we give thanks over the cup, 

 is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 

Jesus said: blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Elders come forward 

Come and receive  

what the Lord has prepared for you. 
Congregation please come forward 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Loving God, you have given us a shape 

in the one bread and the one cup 
and made us one with Christ. 

Help us to bring your salvation 
and joy to all the world. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
HYMN#344                    Christ of the Upward Way  

 
*CHARGE 

Live a life worthy of your calling, 

giving glory to God in all things. Amen. 

*BLESSING 

May the God of glory, the Lord of life, 
and the spirit of truth 

be with you all. Alleluia! Amen 

 
CHORAL RESPONSORIAL 

POSTLUDE       We Shall Behold Him  arr.  Hayes 


