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3
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 Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Gathering Music 
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE       You Are the Vine  arr. Doran 

               
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

God built the heavens, the earth, 
and everything in them. 

God calls us to be builders as well. 
God calls us to build our lives; 

to restore broken places and continue to grow. 

God calls us to build our faith; 
to study the word and ponder its interpretation. 

God calls us to build our community; 
to build bridges of understanding and systems of justice. 

God calls us to build history by fulfilling the promises of Scripture; 

to preach the good news of God’s love and liberation for all people. 
 

*HYMN #289                 O God of Every Nation 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us confess our sin as an offering 
of our trust in God’s love and forgiveness for us. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of Restoration, whenever we come home to you, we realize how 

far we have strayed and how much we have forgotten of your law 
and your love. We have not loved you with our whole hearts or loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us, heal us, and restore us to 
our relationship with you; through Jesus Christ, in whom we trust. 

Amen.  
SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
God’s Word does not come to condemn us, 

but to make us wise, 



revive our souls and give us rejoicing in our hearts. 

God’s Word has been fulfilled among us in Jesus Christ, 
who sets us free to live in accord with God’s own Jubilee. Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

Christ is our peace. 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   I Thank Thee, Lord  Patterson 
    Flute:  Sarah Jane Cherry 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Let us bow our heads: 
Just as we see your wisdom and glory in nature around us, 

God may we hear your Word for us in the words of these readings, 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may be drawn closer to you. 
Through your great preacher, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST READING: - Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

THE GOSPEL READING: - Luke 4:14-21 
The Gospel of Our Lord 
Praise to you, O Lord. 

 
SERMON                   Can We Be One with Christ?  

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

It is through Christ’s reconciling work that we are the church, united 

to God and to other believers. As the church, we are the salt of the 
earth. We are the light of the world. We are entrusted with the 

message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ. As the church, 
we are witnesses by both word and deed.   We proclaim the new 
heaven and the new earth, in which righteousness dwells. As the 

church, we proclaim that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has 
conquered sin and death. God conquers irreconciliation, hatred and 

bitterness. As the church, God’s life-giving Word and Spirit enables 

us to live in a new obedience. God opens new possibilities of life for 

society and the world.  We declare ourselves ready to venture out 
on the road of obedience and reconciliation--servants of the God 
who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. 

Amen 
 

*HYMN                        We Are One In The Spirit 
(See Insert) 

 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  Come Share the Lord  arr. Bock 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

  God of life and of new life, 
  Bless these gifts that we have given 

  that they may further your reign in this world.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN#183                   Faith of Our Fathers 

 
*THE CHARGE 

Go into the world and proclaim the good news! 

 
*THE BLESSING 

Go on your way, eat the bread, drink the sweet wine, 
and send portions of them to those who have none. 

This day is holy to our God, so let us all be filled with joy! Amen. 

 
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   
 
POSTLUDE   We Are God’s People  arr. Bock 


