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The Baptism of the Lord  

January 13, 2019 
Gathering Music 

WELCOME by Kathie Gifford 
 

PRELUDE    A Song of Hope  Wilson  

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The voice of God resounds upon the water. 
The Spirit of the Lord hovers over the stream. 

The son of God is named, “Beloved,” 
And all who worship shout out, “Glory!” 
Ascribe to the Lord’s majesty and strength. 

Let us worship God in holy splendor. 
 

*HYMN#481             Praise the Lord, God’s Glory Show 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
God loves us and calls us each by name. 

Knowing we are eternally forgiven and infinitely loved, 
let us boldly confess our sins before God. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

We are precious in your sight, yet we often forget that we are your 
beloved. We confess that our love is fickle and inconstant. We follow 
selfish goals and deny that our way of life harms others and hurts your 

world. We are sorry and we want to change. Creating in us a clean heart, 
strengthen our resolve, reconcile us one to another, and bless us with 

your peace. Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 
We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 



THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Beloved, God forgives your sins; 
know that you are pardoned 

and be at peace to love the Lord and serve the world. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 
Christ is our peace. 

May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM  Down to the River to Pray Mary McDonald 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

Let us bow our heads: 
Glorious God, when Jesus was baptized 

for your healing mission the heavens opened 

in a flash of glory as vision and voice 
blazed upon the waters. 

May your Spirit so burn in us 
that we may hear your word translated into deeds 

and follow Jesus in the paths of 

justice, right relationship, and peace.   Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING: - Isaiah 43:1-7 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
THE GOSPEL READING - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                         WHAT WE EXPECT TO SEE 
 

*HYMN#492                          Baptized In Water  
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY         Wade in the Water  Mark Hayes 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 

O God, through his baptism, you acknowledge Jesus as your beloved Son, and 

through him you opened to us a way to become your children by grace. May 
these gifts we return to you be a sign of our dedication to live as your faithful 

daughters and sons, born in the waters of baptism by the power of the Holy 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ we pray.   Amen. 

 

RENEWAL OF OUR BAPTISM COVENANT 
see insert 

 
 
*HYMN#495                We Know That Christ is Raised   

 
*CHARGE 

 
We have been with Jesus to the River of Jordan, 

river of life, river of promise. 
Go forth in the joy of life,  

to live as children of promise. 

 
*BLESSING 

 
Whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

 giving thanks to God. 
Thanks be to God. Amen 

 
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL 

 
POSTLUDE   Shall We Gather at the River  arr. Pethel 

 

  



 
RENEWAL OF OUR BAPTISM COVENANT 

Congregation, please response in blue 
 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, 
do each of you turn from the ways of sin 

and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
We do. 

Who is your Lord and Savior? 
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ 

I do. 
Will you be Christ's faithful disciple? 

I will. 

With the whole church, let each of us confess our faith. 

Do each of you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do each of you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do each of you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 Amen. 

 
 

O Lord uphold each one of us by your Holy Spirit. 
Daily increase in each of us your gifts of grace: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. 

 
COME FORWARD TO THE BAPTISMAL FONT  

TO RENEW YOUR BAPTISM 
 

As you are seated please remain in quiet mediation. 
 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, by water and the Spirit 

you claimed us as your own; 
cleansing us from sin and giving us new life. 

You made us members of your body, 
 the church, 

calling us to be your servants in the world. 

Renew with each one of us the covenant 
you made with each of us in our baptism. 

Continue the good work you have begun 
 in each of us. 

Send us forth in the power of your Spirit 

to love and serve you with joy. 
AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER             OUR FATHER… 

 


