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PRELUDE            Noel   McKay 

*OPENING WORDS 
The God who speaks comfort to us calls us here. 

The God who addresses us with tenderness meets us here. 

The God who guides us with gentleness cares for us here. 
We come to prepare a way for the Lord. 

We come to ready ourselves for the transformation of our lives. 
For the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

and all people will see it. 

*HYMN#59          While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks   V 1-4 

*LIGHTING OF THE 2nd ADVENT CANDLE 

Isaiah 11 describes God’s Kingdom as a place of Peace. 
A place where hatred, anger, and violence are  

 not just tucked under the rug but swept away all together. 

Isaiah’s prophecy today could sound like this… 
The wolf shall live with the Lamb, 

Israel, Iran, and Palestine will tear down their walls. 
The leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

Black lives and poor lives will matter to all. 

The calf and the lion will feed together 
Politicians of all nations will work together in harmony. 

 And a little child shall lead them. 
The faithful will follow him. 

Christ is our peace, 

 Let us live in unity with God and others. 

(Wait while the Candle of Peace is lit.) 

We light the candle of peace as a sign of the coming light of Christ! 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

HYMN#9                      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     V3 only



CALL TO CONFESSION 
People of God, trust in God’s love for us 

and confess our sin, confident in God’s mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have not listened. We 
have not always determined what is best for your reign in our lives, our 

church, and our society. Forgive us, we pray, and renew your covenant 
within us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

People of God, be confident of this; if we repent, God is 

 sure to forgive us.  The One who began a good work 
 in us will bring it to completion. 

The Lord is near.  

*GLORIA PATRI 

Christ is our peace. 

May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM    Is Your Heart Prepared for a King?     Robert Lau 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, through your Holy Spirit 

instruct us by the light of your prophets. 

Illumine our hearts, that we may hear your call 
to become your path into the world. 

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11 

                             THE SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:21-25 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

    THE GOSPEL READING:  John 10:11-18 
The Gospel of the Lord   

     Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON                                 OUR SHEPHERD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
(Written by Nathan Nettleton) 

  We believe in God, creator and lover of the earth, origin and destiny of us 

all. 
  We believe in Jesus the Christ—God coming to us in the fragile promise of 
a baby yet unborn—who emerges as the herald of hope, God's laughter in 

the face of despair. Plunged into death and hell, he broke free the captives, 
and is leading the way to the land of promise where justice and peace will 
flourish. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, who implants the seed of truth, brings us to 
birth as the body of Christ, and empowers us to confront and transform all 
that is corrupt, degrading and deceitful. 

  We believe in the coming reign of God. Announced by John the Baptist, it 
has drawn us near to Jesus, and will be consummated in the glorious 
marriage of earth and heaven, when all who have passed through the world's 

deep sorrow will be raised from the waters, robed in righteousness, and 
gathered into the joyous fulfilment of God's desire. 
  For the coming of that day, we work and pray: Come, Lord Jesus, Come!  

HYMN#387                 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY         The Coventry Carol   arr. Hayes 

*DOXOLOGY 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

God of all righteousness receive these gifts of gratitude, the offerings of our 
lives. Purify them with your refining fire so that they may serve your 
purposes and shine with your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                      THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN#412                Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds                V 2-5 

*CHARGE 
You can be confident of this:  that the One who began a good work will 

 bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  Prepare the way of the Lord! 

*BLESSING 
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL 
 
POSTLUDE           A Carol 


