
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

With Holy Communion 

PRELUDE        Away in the Manger  arr. Paxton 

*HYMN #38                  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  

   *DIALOG FOR CHRISTMAS 
A voice cries out, “In the wilderness clear a way for the Lord: 

Make a way in the desert, a road for our God. 

Every valley must be lifted, and ever mountain and hill leveled. 
The rough places made level; rugged land a wide valley. 

The glory of the Lord revealed; all people will see it at the same time. 
“The Lord has decreed it.”  

Go up a high mountain, O herald of Zion! 

Shout, O herald of Jerusalem, Shout, don’t be afraid! 
Tell the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. 
He shall be called Immanuel, God with us! 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us- 

We have seen his glory, glory as the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth! 

*HYMN #44                 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 9:1-7 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

RESPONSORIAL        Watchman, Tell Us of the Night      Chancel Choir   

(vs1) 

SECOND LESSON   Titus 2:11-14 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

RESPONSORIAL        Watchman, Tell Us of the Night    Chancel Choir              

(v2)    



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

Wait for the Christ Candle to be lit 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon all nations. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM    Jesus, The Light of the World      arr. Fettke  
 

Inevitability. 
Final Light.  Luminous One, 

outshining lamp, stars and sun. 
End of Night. 

Day’s Light without ending. 

Light, all light, 
outshining lamp, stars and sun. 

Light, we shall see face to face. 
Radiance, we shall ever bear upon our foreheads. 

Splendor of Love, the world of greed and hatred ending, 

outshining lamp, stars and sun. 
 

 THE GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 2:1-14 
Praise be to Christ 

Glory to God in the Highest  

HOMILY                               The Great Light 

*HYMN#53                       What Child is This? 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

       God of Love Incarnate, we confess that, with the shepherds, we are 

terrified of your glory; for in glory’s light we see plainly all that is wrong 
in the world: how oppression still enslaves; how garments of war are still 
stained with blood; how those seeking refuge still find no place of safety. 

      We also see what is wrong in us: how passionately we pursue the 
things of this world but forget to ponder the mystery of faith; how we do 

not practice the peace you intend in our relationships, our community or 
even in the church. Forgive us, we pray, and help us not to be afraid. Like 
the shepherds, we want to follow them and find you. In the Savior’s name 

we pray.        Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Good news! Great joy! 

In Jesus Christ the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all. Glory to God in heaven, and on earth, peace. 

Amen. 

Christ is our peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And with you. 

THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY         What Child Is This?  Thygerson 
        

*DOXOLOGY 

  

*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE 

Great God, except these gifts we offer as we wait in hope for your coming 

again. Use all that we have and all that we are as you bring light in every 
darkness, ease heavy burdens, and turn our endless warring into your 

endless peace. In Christ name, we ask it.     Amen. 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

May the God of silent nights be with you! 
May the God of herald angels be with you! 

Open our hearts to the One born in the little town of Bethlehem. 
May Emmanuel come to abide in our hearts. 
Join all believers in singing of our joy this night. 

May our voices blend with those of the angels and shepherds. 
 You snuck into chaos so long ago, Star-shaper,  

so creation might be born: 
   sheep gathering on hillsides, 

   stars glittering in the night skies, 

   sea horses frolicking in warm waters.



Silently, you gathered up the dust, shaping us in your image  
as the Spirit breathed life into us. 

All the gifts of your heart were for us, 
but we slammed 

 the door of our hearts, saying there was 
 no room for you in our lives. 

Prophets came time and again, 

 scattering your clues throughout the Story, 
 but we were too busy enjoying 

the sleight of hand done by sin and death. 
When you saw we could not understand 

the Mystery on our own, 

you sent Jesus, to reveal everything to us. 

As we gather with children dressed in bathrobes, 

as we join with the voices around us, 
we sing praises to you this Christmas Eve: 

 We will not be afraid, for  great joy is ours this night; 

we will look for the signs of your presence, 
   grace swaddled in hope,  

   love wrapped around broken hearts. 

Glory to you, God in the highest heavens! 

May peace fill the lives of all your children! 

Leaving your side, God of holiness, your Child  
came to walk with us through the cold streets of our lives. 

Born in poverty’s shadows, 
he is the light which illumines 

   your heart for us. 
Unwrapped from glory’s embrace, he gathers us 

from all the corners of our confused choices 

to make us one with you. 

Placed in a rude feeding trough layered with our fears and doubts, 

   he breathes in your hopes and lives your will, until 
      he is placed in death’s cold embrace, 

      waiting in the silence, 

   where he breathes in resurrection’s breath, 
 and brings forth life for all who follow. 

On this night, when we sing of the baby in the manger, 
as the shadow of the cross is cast by the stars, 

we proclaim that mystery called incarnation: 
 

Christ is our light,  
   and we will join the angels in singing the good news;  

Christ is our life, 

   and we will join the disciples in telling the Story; 
Christ is our promise, 

   and we wait for the joy of his return. 

 
Here in the silence and the singing, 

 with children, carols, and candlelight, 
 we gather around the Table of joy, 

as you pour out your Spirit upon 
the most precious gifts of bread and wine. 

As we feast upon the bread, we remember a young pregnant girl, 

   and would serve those who are expecting, 
      those who cannot have a child and those who have lost children. 

As we drink from the cup, we think of a worried father, 
   and would be with those who assemble toys this night, 

       as well as those who will work this night 
       to pay for food and medicine for their families. 

As we are surrounded by family and friends, we would care for 

 those whose closest companion is loneliness, 
   those separated from loved ones, 

   those who hear no music, joy, or hope in their lives. 

And when all time and history becomes silence, 
we will be gathered with our sisters and brothers 

from Bethlehem and Belfast, from Kansas City and Cairo , 
from Cape Town and Istanbul, from Sydney and Shanghai, 

from every corner and every universe, 
to join the angel choirs in forever singing your praises 

as we dance to the Table of wonder and grace, 

God in Community, Holy in One. 

Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Blue Hymnal, page 16, aids to worship 

 
AT THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

 
The Word was made flesh’ and dwelt among us. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The Cup became God’s sign and seal of his new covenant  
To forgive our sins and remember them no more.   

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
The Elders come forward 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

Please come forward to receive Holy Communion.  Eat upon receiving 
the bread.  Drink upon receiving the cup.  If your child or grandchild is 

not able to receive communion bring them with you so they can receive 
a blessing. 
 

DURING COMMUNION THE CHANCEL CHOIR WILL SING HYMNS 
 

Feel free to join the choir and sing the first verse 
of each while receiving Communion 

 

Hymn #41  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Hymn #23   Angels We Have Heard on High 

Hymn # 31   Hark the Heard Angels Sing 

Hymn #56   The First Nowell 

Hymn # 28   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

Hymn # 29   Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Hymn #40   Joy to the World 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We are filled with happiness for we have heard good news of great joy.  

We are filled with love for we have tasted the sign of God's great love.  
We are filled with hope for the angels still sing in our world and  

there is forever more His Light for us to follow.  
Amen. Amen. 

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

The Gospel of John 1:1-14 
As the ushers pass the light to members of the congregation, the 
members will pass it to the person next to them. DO NOT TIP a lighted 
candle, tip the unlighted candle and touch the tip of the candle lit to light 

your candle. 

*SILENT NIGHT 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin 
mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly 
peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream 
from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light Radiant beams 
from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at 

Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Extinguish all candles in the congregation. 
 

*THE BLESSING 
May the peace the angels proclaimed, and 

the joy the shepherds experienced,  
become a part of all of us. 

And may the Almighty and Incarnate God,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless each one of us, now and forever. 
Amen 

*HYMN #25                        Away in a Manger 

POSTLUDE                  A Carol    


