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WELCOME by Liturgist Kathie Gifford 
 

PRELUDE    Joseph, O Dear Joseph Mine        Based on German Carol   

*OPENING WORDS 
Out of little Bethlehem comes one who is to rule in Israel. 

He shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. 

God’s mercy extends from generation to generation. 
Holy is God’s name. 

 

*HYMN#7          Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth 

 
LIGHTING OF THE 4th, ADVENT CANDLE 

Today we come to this circular wreath to be reminded that 
Advent prepares us to see God kneeling, down like a mother, 

to her child saying, “Oh how I love you,” to each and every one. 
As we light the Candle of Love, we tell the Christian story. 

Brothers and sisters, you are loved. God is love.  

Christmas is God’s love song for us all. 
 (Wait, while the Candle of Love is lit) 

We light the Candle of Love as a sign of the coming light of Christ! 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

HYMN#309                  Of The Father’s Love Begotten                 V1 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

In this season, remember that in our baptism, Christ claimed us as his own. 
We acknowledge before God and one another that we have not followed 

Jesus Christ with all our heart, mind and strength. 
The Lord is near. Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary’s 

song, we still seek security and pride in power and possessions. Though 
we know your story, we resist the costs of following you. We pass by 

those considered only in this world. We turn away from hungry people 
who still wait to be filled. Forgive us, we pray. Help us to work for the 

justice you intend. Make us messengers of the peace you bring. As we 
wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and service. We pray in the 

name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.    Amen 
 

THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Friends, God is for us and not against us. 
For that very reason, God sent the son into the world – 

not to condemn the world,  
but that the world might be saved through him. 

Believe in the good news: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 
Christ is our love. 

May the Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM         Wood of the Cradle Francis O’Brien  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Let us pray:   

O Mighty One, 
who scatters the proud and fills the hungry, by your Holy Spirit 

Let your word leap in us and bring to our yearning 
the joy that comes with 

new beginnings and renewed lives. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST READING:  Isaiah 2:1-5 

                             THE SECOND READING:  Ephesians 4:1-6 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

    THE GOSPEL READING  John14:1-6 
The Gospel of the Lord 

     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                    OUR GUIDE  



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called. 

The hope in our lives is Jesus. 
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called. 

The call we must answer is God’s. 
There is one faith, one hope, one Lord of us all. 

The Lord of our lives is Jesus. 

There is one baptism, one Father, one Mother of all. 
The creator who calls us is God. 

We are one body, one family, one church, 
woven by the Spirit with bonds of peace. 

With Christ’s children throughout all of this earth, 

we are one body in unity and love. 

*HYMN#485                         To God Be the Glory 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY       No Room   Peterson 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
You deliver us, O God, from exile, separation, and despair into 

communion with each other, with you, and with your good news. We 
thank you for all that draws us close together, astounding us with lives 

transformed by gratitude. Accept our gifts as signs of our gratitude for 
what you give us every day and as honor to your presence in our world; 
for the sake of those who stand in need of Jesus Christ, who saves us. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                               THE LORD’S PRAYER 

*HYMN#96                   As With Gladness, Men of Old           

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 

Go in the promise of God. 
Follow the path of God’s justice, 

the guidance of the Lord’s mercy,  
and the spirit of God’s love be your light, 

this day and forevermore. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

POSTLUDE         A Carol 


