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December 16, 2018 
Gathering Music 

WELCOME by Liturgist: Norval Madden 
 

PRELUDE  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night    arr. Bock   

*OPENING WORDS 
Call upon the Lord. 

The Lord is our strength and our salvation. 
Proclaim the mercy of the one who comes as one of us. 

The Lord is our strength and our salvation. 
Trust and do not be afraid. 

The Lord is our strength and our salvation. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of peace. 
The Lord is our strength and our salvation. 

Hallelujah! Amen. 

*HYMN#11               O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee 

*LIGHTING OF THE 3rd, ADVENT CANDLE 

Joy is that first day of a new season, and the intoxicating hope it brings. 
Joy is the first cry of a newborn baby. 

Joy is the daughter of gratitude. 
Joy is the heart of praise. 

Today we light the candle of joy as a sign of gratitude for God, 

who makes water in the desert, heals the sick, offers sight to the blind, and 
knows us by name. If joy is a song of praise, then joy is where we should stand. 

(Wait while the Candle of Joy is lit) 

We light the candle of joy as a sign of the coming light of Christ! 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
HYMN#554                      Let All Things Now Living                         V1 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Turn to the one who is both judge and Savior, 

trusting that repentance opens the door to new life, 

and that peace beyond all measure has been promised to us. 
Let us confess our sins. The Lord is near.



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need repentance. We 
have broken your commandments against idolatry. We do not live in 

peace with your creation or your people. We have not trusted your word, 
and we are afraid. Forgive us, restore us, and turn our shame into praise, 
for the sake of the One who proclaims the good news and for the sake of 

all the world. 
 

THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the one God 

who lives and moves among us, you are forgiven. 

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you.  
Do not worry. Live in joy. Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

Christ is our Joy. 

May the Joy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM         Look-A That Star  Jay Althouse 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Let us pray: 

Holy Word, you are our guide and ultimate assurance. 
By your Holy Spirit, open us to your promises and commands 

and shower us again with the passion of your love. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 

                             THE SECOND READING:  Colossians 2:6-10 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

    THE GOSPEL READING  John 15:1-5 

The Gospel of the Lord 
     Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                            OUR LIVING BRANCH 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

   We believe in God, the Root of all living, Creator of all things. 

   We live in Christ Jesus, God's Son, who loves all people and who 
makes us one in his love. He suffered and died and was raised to new 

life. By his death and resurrection we are raised to life eternal. Christ is 
our Vine, and we are his branches; and without him we cannot live. 

   We live by the Holy Spirit, flowing through us that we may bear fruit 
for God. In the Spirit we are one with Christ, one with each other, and 
one in ministry to all the world. 

   We trust in the one holy catholic church, the communing of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the mystery of the resurrection, and the grace of 

eternal life.   Amen.
 

*HYMN#48                      Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY      Angels We Have Heard on High  arr. Ted Smith 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
Gracious God, in gratitude for all that you have given us, we bring our 

ties, offerings, and labor to help feed a broken and hungry world and for 
healing and hope; all for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

*HYMN#464                  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

*CHARGE 
Go to love and serve the Lord, 

showing mercy to all. 

 
*BLESSING 

May the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus, 

for whom we watch and wait. 
CHORAL RESPONSE 

 
POSTLUDE          A Carol 


