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Gathering Music 
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE      Seek Ye First by Douglas Wagner 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
our God is full of compassion. 

Let us walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

*HYMN#464                    Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

The Lord listens to the cries of the people 
who turns with full hearts to the 

One who has mercy. 
That our tongues now make 

confession in the presence of God 
and of this body. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, in the face of sin, our greatest enemy, we call to you for help. You 
know our faults before we speak. Forgive us for what we have done in 
opposition to your will. Forgive us for those things we have not undertaken and 
for which we know are wrong. We have not loved you and our neighbors as we 
ought. We have denied our dependence on you. Lead us away from this grief 
and sorrow. Save us so that we may fulfill our vows to you and attend to the 
needs of your people.    Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

God, who is full of compassion, knows that those who repent 
have set their minds and hearts on what endures for all time. 



The Lord God is a very pleasant help to those who seek to follow in the  
way of divine things.  Go with God in joy and know that you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

Christ is our Peace 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   Here I Am, Lord  Daniel Schutte 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Let us pray: 

You speak to us in words of wisdom. 
Your Holy Spirit beckons us to hear 

with greater clarity the teachings of today. 
In new ways you hold us near 

and through your holy word you hold us in life. 
All through Jesus’s name.   Amen. 

 
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
THE GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:27-38 

The Gospel of the Lord!  
Praise and Glory be to God! 

 
SERMON                                               Speak Openly 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
[The Nicene Creed] 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father (and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sin. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*HYMN#555                            Now Thank We All Our God 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY           Come Share the Lord  arr. Bock 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

May good for others come from our gifts given to you. Teach us to use what you 
have given us through your wisdom and compassion. Lord, who gives us 
everything we have, make us your own. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN#554                             Let All Things Now Living 

 
CHARGE 

Take up your cross and follow Jesus. 
Do not be afraid of what may come. 

You lose what you wish to safeguard only 
 by holding onto it with too great a desperation. 

Set your mind on what Christ Jesus has done. 
 

BLESSING 
Be strong, 

 for the presence of God abides with you always. 
Be gentle,  let God’s compassion dwell in your hearts. 

Work through God’s goodness for others. 
In the name of Jesus.   Amen. 

 
CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   
 
POSTLUDE         The Longer I Serve Him  arr. Bock 


