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4
th

 Sunday of Easter  

Gathering Music 
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE    Love Medley  arr. Leatherman 
               

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Lord Jesus Christ is our Shepherd. 
He lays down his life for his sheep. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is our Shepherd. 

He knows us, and we belong to him. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is our Shepherd. 

He speaks, and we listen for his voice. 

MINUTE FOR MISSION    Gideon’s 

 
 *HYMN #376               Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

If we are honest with ourselves, 
our hearts condemn us. 

But God, who knows everything, 
is greater than our hearts; 

and God’s deep desire for us 
is mercy, love, and peace. 

Therefore let us confess our sin. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, have mercy on us. We talk about love, but our actions betray us. 
We talk about love, but we neglect the poor. We talk about love, but 
we fail to love one another. Lord have mercy on us. Forgive us and 
abide in us by the power of your Spirit so that our lives may show 

our love for Jesus Christ, in whose body we live and in whose 
name we pray.   Amen. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

We seek God’s grace with boldness 
because we trust in Jesus Christ, 

the one who loves us 
and laid down his life for us 

this is the good news of the gospel: 
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

Christ is our peace! 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   You Are a Child of the King      Beall 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Lord God, good shepherd, 
by the leading of your Spirit, 

help us to listen for your voice 
and follow in your path 
in Jesus’ name.   Amen. 

 
THE PSALTER READING: - Psalm 23 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING: - 1 John 3:16-24 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON                                       Determined to Love 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

HYMN#372                     Lord I Want to Be a Christian 

OFFERING 
  

OFFERTORY       ‘Til the storm Passes By   Mosie Lister 
          Duet: Kathie and Herman Gifford 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Gracious God, we give you thanks 
that you have shown us the meaning of love 

through Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us. 
Show us how to share Christ’s love 
by giving our lives for one another; 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER    Kathie Gifford 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN#335                                  Though I May Speak          
 

CHARGE 

In the name of the good shepherd 
love one another. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

May the goodness and mercy of God 
follow you all the days of your life, 

and, at your life’s end, may you dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever. Alleluia! 

 
CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   
 
POSTLUDE   The Greatest of These is Love  Roe 


