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3
rd

 Sunday in Lent  

Gathering Music 
WELCOME  

PRELUDE  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?  arr. Hughes 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

The message of the cross sounds foolish to the world; 
But to us it is the power of God! 

We proclaim the scandal of Christ crucified. 
The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than our strength. 
Let us worship God! 

 
 *HYMN #420               God of Grace, and God of Glory 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Despite all that God has taught us, 
 we still act foolishly; we are still week. 

In the cross of Christ, we find forgiveness and grace. 
We confess our sins, 

trusting in God’s wisdom and strength 
rather than our own.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, how fickle we are; we sin against you without even 
knowing it. Clear us, we pray, of any unknown sin, and save us from 
willfully ignoring your way. Let your commandments rule and guide 
us. Forgive us for worshiping anyone or anything except you; keep us 
faithful. Forgive us for failing to honor all our relationships – with 
those closest to us and those who are distant neighbors. Help us to 
speak words of blessing and kindness, rather than words that belittle 
or destroy. Turn us away from violence, falsehood, and selfishness. 
Forgive us for thinking everything depends on our efforts and power, 
for you are the God who made us, lead us out of slavery, and has 
brought us into the community of faith. Help us to depend on you alone 
and to rest in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 



SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, we are 
forgiven and set free to live in faithfulness with God and with one another! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

Christ is our peace! 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM          Jesu, Blessed Jesu  Gordon Young 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Holy Spirit of God, let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: -Exodus 20: 1-17  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
THE GOSPEL READING: -John 2:13-22 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to Christ Jesus! 

 
SERMON                       Spring Housecleaning 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 
HYMN#261          God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us 
 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY            Here, O My Lord  arr. Smith 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

O Lord our God, we want to follow all your commandments – to love 
only you, not worshiping the things of this world; to love our neighbor 
freely not desiring for ourselves something they possess. Accept these 
offerings, we pray, and teach us to be generous, giving fully of 
ourselves that we may truly be the body of Christ in this world. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*RED HYMNAL #388       Have Thine Own Way 
 

CHARGE 
In the Lenten week ahead, 

study God’s commandments, 
practice the way of life they teach, 

and see how God’s laws revive your soul. 
 

BLESSING 
May God shine upon you, 

Christ fill you with true wisdom and strength, 
and the Holy Spirit guide you into all faithful, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   

POSTLUDE    How Has He Touched Me  Harris 


