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1st Sunday in Lent  
WELCOME  

Gathering Music 
 

PRELUDE     Bethlehem…Galilee…Gethsemane   Gaither           

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
From water to wilderness: 

God’s covenant continues; 
God’s kingdom comes near. 

On stone and in hearts: 
God’s covenant continues; 

God’s kingdom comes near. 
From the ancestors of nations to the Son lifted up: 

God’s covenant continues; 
God’s kingdom comes near. 

We follow Jesus on the Lenten path, 
for where he is, we would be also. 

People of the covenant: 
God does not remember us according to our sin and transgressions. 
God remembers us according to God’s own steadfast love! 

The God of our salvation teaches us right paths and leads us in truth. 
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness; 

we put our trust in God. 
 

 *HYMN #308                   O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s bow has been hung in the clouds – 

a unilateral disarmament in spite of our sin. 
God remains faithful to the covenant  

of steadfast love, even when we are unfaithful. 
Without fear, then, we confess our sins 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of mercy, we begin this Lenten season in confession. We do not live 
according to your ways but according to our own. We condone 
violence, participate in systems of injustice, and use power to our own 



advantage at the expense of others. Forgive us, we pray, when we are 
tempted to follow paths other than those you set before us. Teach us 
your commandments; help us to turn from evil in its many guises, and 
turn us toward your kingdom drawing near. In covenantal love, 
remember us, we pray, and be for us, once more and always, an Ark of 
safety and new life. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION 
We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
As Noah and his family were brought safely through the flood onto dry ground, so 

in baptismal waters we are brought from death into new life in Christ. Jesus Christ, 
who is at the right hand of God, forgives us and reconciles us and all things in 

heaven and on earth. Thanks be to God for this good news! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

Christ is our peace! 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM      Lamb of God       Carter 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Gracious God, in rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season and 
circumstance, we need your sustaining word. By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
proclaim the good news among us today so that we may repent and believe and see  
how the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near; in Jesus Christ 
your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: -Genesis 9:8-17  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
THE GOSPEL READING: -Mark 1:9-15 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to Christ Jesus! 

SERMON               Ready for Anything 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

The Belhar Confession (edited) 
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of 
saints called from the entire human family. We believe Christ's work of 
reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of 
believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another.  We 
share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one mind, have 
one God, are filled with one Spirit,  are baptized with one baptism, eat 
of one bread and drink of one cup, confess one name, are obedient to 
one Lord, work for one cause, and share one hope. Together, we come to 
know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ; are 
built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity; know and bear 
one another's burdens, suffering with one another for the sake of 
righteousness; pray and serve God in this world. 
 
HYMN#388                   O Jesus, I Have Promised 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY     Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley   arr. Jack Schrader 
 

DOXOLOGY 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

God of steadfast love and faithfulness, we are humbled as we tried to do 
what is right and to walk in your ways.  Receive these offerings and use 
them for your own purpose in the church and in all creation. We pray 
in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*RED HYMNAL#110   Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

BLESSING 
May the God of covenant faithfulness enfold you; 

And the Holy Spirit descend upon you in blessings; 
This day and forever. Amen. 

 
CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   

POSTLUDE         Jesus Is the Answer       Andre Crouch 



 


