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He made him who knew no sin 
to be made sin on our behalf, 
so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

2 Corinthians 5: 21 
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OPENING WORDS 
 

"The sacrifice of God  
is a broken spirit: a broken and 

contrite heart he will not despise." 
Grace and peace to you  

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  

HYMN# 488     The God of Abraham Praise    
 

 
INVITATION TO LENT 

 
THE PRAYER FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
Almighty and merciful God, you hate nothing that you 
have made, and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 
Create in us new and contrite hearts, so that when we turn 
to you and confess our sins we may receive your full and 
perfect forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

By the illumination of your Holy Spirit, O God, 
open our hearts that we may hear your Word 

and amend our lives; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE FRIST READING:                                        Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
 

     
 



   THE PSALTER                                                     
    Psalm 51:1-12 

  
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, 
you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your 
sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 
blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born 
guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. You desire 
truth in the inward being; therefore, teach me wisdom in 
my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed 
rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me  
a willing spirit.  
                                   This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 
THE CHOIR ANTHEM                   
 
 THE SECOND READING                       2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

 
This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
THE GOSPEL                                                       Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

 
This is the gospel of Christ 

Praise to Christ our Lord. 
 

SERMON                         Now Is the Time 
 

 
 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS   
  

Hear the commandments 
which God has given to his people: 

 
 1.  I am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods besides 
me.  
2. You shall not idolize anything God has made.               
3. You shall not dishonor the name of the Lord your God.             
4. Remember the Lord’s Day and keep it holy. 

 
Lord have mercy on us:  

and turn our hearts to delight in your law. 
 
5. Honor your father and your mother.  
6. You shall not murder.  
7. You shall not commit adultery.  
8. You shall not steal.  
9.You shall not give false evidence.  
10. You shall not set your heart on anything that is your neighbor’s.                
 

Lord, have mercy on us:  
and turn our hearts to delight in your law. 

  

THE ACT OF PENITENCE 
 Let us pray.  
 
Holy and merciful God, we confess to you, and to one another, in 
communion with all the saints, that we have sinned through our 
own fault in thought, and word, and deed; in what we have done 
and in what we have failed to do. We have not loved you with all 
our heart, soul, mind and strength. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have not loved one another as Christ has 
loved us. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.                 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.  
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 

We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, 
hypocrisy and impatience of our lives, our self -indulgence and our 
exploitation of other people.  



 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 
 We confess our preoccupation with worldly goods and comforts, 
and our envy of others.  
  

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
   

We confess our blindness to human need and suffering, our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, our misuse and pollution of 
creation, and our lack of concern for the generations to come.  

 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

 

We confess our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 
praise the faith that is in us.  

 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Amen.                               

 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
  

As a sign of the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this 
season of preparation for Easter, I invite you to receive on your 
head in ash the sign of the cross, the symbol of our salvation.  
  

Almighty God, you create us from the dust of the earth. Let 
these ashes be for us a sign of our repentance and a 
symbol of our mortality. May we always remember that 
by your grace alone we are given eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
Those desiring to receive ashes on their forehead. Please 
come forward.  
  

THE PEACE 
 

 In Christ, God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 And also with you. 

HYMN#324          Open My Eyes That I May See   
  

THE EUCHARIST 
 

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY 

 
Jesus said: “Come to me,  

all that are weary and are caring heavy burdens, 
and I will give rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, learn from me; 
For I am gentle and humble in heart, 
And you will find rest for your soul. 

 
 

I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 

Blessed are those who hunger 
 and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled. 
 

  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. All: 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Blessing and praise belong to you, gracious and eternal God. 
Through your living Word you created all things, the majesty of the 
heavens and the glory of the earth. In your wisdom and goodness, 
you have made the human family in your own image.  Therefore, 
with saints and angels and with all creation we lift up our voices to 
proclaim the glory of your name.  
  

 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious God, we give you thanks and praise that in the 
fullness of time you gave your only Son to be tempted in every way 
as we are, yet without sin; to set his face steadfastly towards 
Jerusalem and to be lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw 
all creation to himself. When the hour of his glory came, having 
loved his own to the end, he sat with them at supper, took bread 
and, after giving thanks to you, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples saying, 'Take, eat; this is my body which is for you; do this 
in remembrance of me.'  In the same way he took the cup after 
supper, saying, 'Drink from this, all of you; this cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of me.'  
 We proclaim before you the mystery of our faith: 
 

Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

  

In obedience to his command we recall his suffering and death, his 
resurrection and ascension, and we look for his coming in glory. 
With these holy gifts we offer ourselves a single, holy and living 
sacrifice. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of 
bread and wine that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ. Unite us in love and peace with all your people until, in your 
new creation, we are brought with the whole company of heaven 
into the presence of your eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, by whom, in whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and 
forever.  Amen.  
 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
Christ is the Bread of Life. 

 
The cup we take is a sharing in his blood. 

Christ is the true Vine. 

  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
  

Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; 
come not to testify that you are righteous, but that you sincerely 
love our Lord Jesus Christ, and desire to be his true disciples; come, 
not because you are strong, but because you are weak; not because 
you have any claim on heaven's rewards, but because in your 
frailty and sin you stand in constant need of heaven's mercy and 
help.  
  

 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DISMISSAL 

  

Gracious God, we thank you that you have nourished us               
with the bread of life and with the cup of salvation.               
May we who have received this sacrament be 
strengthened in your service; we who have sung your 
praises live in your glory; and we who have known               
the greatness of your love see you face to face in your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
  

HYMN #316       Breathe on Me Breath of God         
   

THE BLESSING 
 

 The God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, 
make you perfect, confirming and strengthening you; and to him be 
the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, bless and keep you, now and always:   Amen.  
  

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name 
of Christ. Amen.  

 

 


