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 Sunday after Christmas  

Gathering Music 
WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE               Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne  arr. Bock 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens. 
Young men and women alike, 

old and younger together! 
Let us praise the name of the Lord, 

whose name alone is exalted above the earth and heaven. 
Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Saving God, the prophet of Anna and righteous Simeon sang your praise and 
proclaimed Jesus our Lord to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. Let us who seek redemption in this day prepare our hearts, that 
we may believe the good news of Jesus, receive the light of salvation, and live 
according to your word. In Jesus’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 
 *HYMN #49                           Once In Royal David’s City 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Jesus our Lord came into a different world, 
yet his life revealed the inner thoughts of many. 

Let us confess our sins before God and one another 
that we may receive release from our sin. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your faithful children. We 
have kept silent in the midst of prejudice and hatred. We have been idle in the 
face of violence and injustice. We have not been a light to the nations, and our 
lives have not revealed your glory. Forgive us, merciful God. Repair the 
ugliness of our sin and restore in us your beautiful grace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION 

We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 



 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

Beloved God, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels, God covers us with the robe of righteousness. Know that you are forgiven in 
Jesus Christ and live as God’s beloved. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

Christ is our peace! 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM        Tell the News  arr. Mary McDonald 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

As you lead Simeon to embrace the infant Jesus, 
guide us, Holy Spirit, by your gracious light 

that we may welcome your saving Word. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: - Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING: - Luke 2:22-40  

        The Gospel of the Lord 
     Praise to you, O Lord. 

 
SERMON                                       A New Righteousness 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Jesus was God revealed in the flesh, declared righteous by the Spirit, 

seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed in throughout the 

world, and taken up in glory. In his own time, He will come again. 

All praise to our Sovereign God, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

who alone is immortal, dwelling in unapproachable light, unseen by human 

eyes. 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 

honor and glory and power, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN#11                                   How Shall I Meet You 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY     Ordinary Baby  arr.  Rouse 

 
*DOXOLOGY 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the light of the world, Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have received adoption as your children. With Jesus our 
brother, we dedicate ourselves in ministry to the world, that we may live as 
heirs of your promises to the honor and glory of your name. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
 
*HYMN#308                           O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 

 
THE CHARGE 

 
Go forth into the world rejoicing. 
Spread the good news of Christ 

our light and our Redeemer. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

May God, Redeemer of Israel,  
dismiss us in peace; 

May Jesus Christ, Son of God, Son of Mary,  
uphold us in love; 

May the Holy Spirit, the power of God,  
guide us in truth. Amen. 

 

 
CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   
 
POSTLUDE   Go, Tell It On The Mountain  arr. Bock 


