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 Sunday of Advent 

Gathering Music 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  arr. Young                

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

*LIGHTING OF THE 1ST ADVENT CANDLE 

Be alert, Keep awake! 
The time is drawing near. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

 

* Congregation sings:   

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 

We are preparing ourselves for the days 
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us confess our sins before God  
who responds to our repentance with forgiveness.  

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
(Elders Come Forward) 

 
The body of Christ; bread of heaven. 

Amen. 
 

The blood of Christ; the cup of salvation. 
Amen. 

(Congregation Comes Forward)  
 

PRAYER OF THANKS GIVING AND PRAISE 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

and all that is within me, 
bless God’s holy name. 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and forget not all God’s benefits. 

 
 

*HYMN #469  Morning Has Broken 
 

*THE CHARGE 
About that day and hour no one knows 

Therefore, keep awake 
For you do not know on what day 

Your Lord is coming. 
Be ready, for the Lord will come at  

an unexpected hour. 
 

*BLESSING  
May the Spirit of the Lord surround us 

As we walk and wait for his coming. 
 

AMEN.  
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL 
 
POSTLUDE      Come, Messiah King           arr. Rouse 
 
  



Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us – 
this bread, this cup, these people – 

Christ’s body and blood, 
given in love for the world. 
Make us one in the Spirit, 

one in the church, 
and one with Christ our Lord. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people, 

serving our neighbors, worshiping you alone. 
Keep us in the peace of Christ 

until you gather us at your table in glory. 
Even now, of voices crying in the wilderness: 

prepare the way of the Lord! 
 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor our years, Almighty God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name… 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 
Jesus said: I am the bread of life. 

Jesus said: I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Come to me and never be hungry; believe in me and never thirst. 

 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Like the flowers of the field, our faithfulness wavers, 

blowing with every breeze and weathering in the heat. 
We are unpredictable, imperfect.  

We proclaim compassion, but leave those in 
the valley low,  crying out for bread.  We proclaim justice, 

but leave the lofty high above the lowly. 
We proclaim the Lord with our lips, 

but do not prepare the way with our lives. 
Forgive our lethargy, and renew our strength, 

Lord, that we may serve you. Amen. 
  

THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Arise, for your penalty is paid. 

The Lord gives comfort to the contrite in heart; 
the Shepherds gathers his lambs in a warm embrace. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 

 
Grateful for God’s gift of grace and mercy,  

let us share the Lord’s peace with one another. 
May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM    Is Your Heart Prepared for a King?       Robert Law 
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Gracious God, heaven and earth will pass away 

but your Word stands forever. 
May we be attentive and by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

remember your ways and gladly do right. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: - Isaiah 64:1-9 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks, be to God 

 
THE GOSPEL READING: - Mark 13:24-37 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON                                         Keep Conscious 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father 

who created the universe and all of life! 
I believe in God, the Son 

who came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ, 
to show and teach us how to live! 
I believe in God, the Holy Spirit 

who is within the mind and heart of every person 
as a source of strength, comfort, and guidance! 

 
*HYMN #155       Rejoice, the Lord is King  

THE EUCHARIST 
OFFERING 

Present your offerings to the Lord in righteousness; 
giving with pure hearts and Godly joy. 

 
OFFERTORY   Come, thou Long-Expected Jesus    arr. Rouse 

 
*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Faithful God, we thank you that Christ is being revealed in every time 
and place, until he comes again in the fullness of glory. Strength and 
our testimony in spiritual gifts; increased generosity in us, we pray, as 
we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is proper and right so to do. 

 
How can we thank you, O God? 

For sun and moon and stars 
for breath and life and all things good, 

for your steadfast promise and your faithful love, 

for the day that is surely coming 
when all things will be made new. 

With saints, with angels, and with the whole creation, 
we joined the ancient and eternal hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give you thanks, holy God, for Jesus, 
who came to be your living Word, 
to baptize us with spirit and fire, 

to feed the hungry, to humble the mighty, 
and to announce the good news of your coming realm. 

With Thanksgiving, we remember how, when the hour had come, 
Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. 

 
He said to them, I will not eat this Passover again 

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 
 

Then Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

After supper, he took a cup, saying, 
this cup that is poured out for you 
is the new covenant in my blood. 

 I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes. 

 
With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you, 

sharing this holy meal, 
remembering Christ dying and rising, 

and praying: come Lord Jesus! 
 


