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3
rd

Sunday of Advent 

 Gathering Music 
WELCOME 

MINUTE for MISSION    Deacon’s Fund  

PRELUDE        While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night 
      arr.  Bock                 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
*LIGHTING OF THE 3rd ADVENT CANDLE 

The peace of the Lord be with you! 
and also with you! 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. AMEN! 

(Congregation sings) 
O Come, thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, 

From every foe deliver them 
That trust thy mighty power to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave, 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
We are preparing ourselves for the days 

when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen! 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Old habits and new wrongs wear ruts 
through our lives and relationships. 

But God is able to restore us. It’s 



like water streaming through a desert, 
the waters of baptism flow through us, 

reminding us that we belong to God 
being raised to new life. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, you have given us the gift of your Spirit; why, then, do we 
quench the Spirit among us? You have given us the words of the prophets and 
the Word himself.  Why, then, do we despise and ignore what we have heard 
from you? You have sent the light into the world.  Why, then, have we loved 
darkness rather than light? Forgive us. Restore us. Help us to acclaim and 
praise you with righteousness and praise, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 

THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great things for us!  
Even if we have gone out in tears,  

God brings us home shouting for joy.  
Thanks be to God: we are forgiven! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 

Grateful for God’s gift of grace and mercy,  
let us share the Lord’s peace with one another. 

May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM        Mary, Mary   arr. Carolyn Jennings 
    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, giver of life and light,  

as your word is read and proclaimed, 
 illumine our hearts and minds,  

that by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
our lives may reflect God’s glory.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: - Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks, be to God 

THE GOSPEL READING: - John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The Gospel of the Lord 

     Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                          What Are You Waiting For? 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father who created the universe and all of life!  I believe 
in God, the Son who came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ, to show and 
teach us how to live!  I believe in God, the Holy Spirit who is within the mind 
and heart of every person as a source of strength, comfort, and guidance! 
 
*HYMN #59             While Shepherds Watch Their Flocks 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY             Angels We Have Heard on High  arr. Bock 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

We thank you Father, for the privilege of sharing what we have with others, of 
giving ourselves away in love, and of receiving the gifts that others share with 
us. May we always rejoice in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                             THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN#474                      O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright           

*THE CHARGE 
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 

Witness to the light of Christ. 
 

*BLESSING  
Now may the God of love and peace 
call forth your complete dedication; 

may the light of Christ shine upon you; 
and the Holy Spirit fill you completely, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

 
POSTLUDE     Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella arr. Livingston 


