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2
nd

, Sunday of Advent 

 Gathering Music 
WELCOME 

MINUTE for MISSION            Deacon’s Fund   

PRELUDE  Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord      Blake                 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
*LIGHTING OF THE 2nd ADVENT CANDLE 

A voice cries in the wilderness 
“Prepare the way of the Lord; make God’s way clear… 

For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed” 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. AMEN! 

(Congregation sings) 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be thyself our King of Peace. 

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
We are preparing ourselves for the days 

when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

Nations shall not lift up sword against nations, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
…the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen! 



CALL TO CONFESSION 
God does not want anyone to perish,  

But rather for all to come to repentance. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins, 

For God’s salvation is at hand. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Faithful God, we confess that we have not lead lives of holiness. We 
suffer from impatience, apathy, and greed; we have not been at peace. 
We repent of these offenses and turn to you in  love. Forgive our 
inequity and pardon our sins, that we may walk in righteousness to the 
glory of your name. Amen. 
 

THE DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, by the mercy of Christ, your sins are forgiven, 

for salvation is at hand for all who turn to God. 

*GLORY PATRI 

Grateful for God’s gift of grace and mercy,  
let us share the Lord’s peace with one another. 

May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And with you 

CHOIR ANTHEM  The Little Drummer Boy Davis, Onorati, & Simeone 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Mighty God, send your Holy Spirit to speak peace, 
that the good news of this age may be proclaimed 
through your Word, which stands forever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: - Isaiah 40:1-11 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks, be to God 

THE GOSPEL READING: - Mark 1:1-8 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                          In the Wilderness, a Voice 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father, who created the universe and all of life! 
I believe in God, the Son, who came to earth in the person of Jesus 
Christ, to show and teach us how to live!  I believe in God, the Holy 
Spirit, who is within the mind and heart of every person as a source of 
strength, comfort, and guidance! 

*HYMN # 8     Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

OFFERING 
Let us offer our lives and labor to God 
and fulfill our vows to the Most High. 

 
OFFERTORY        Even So, Lord Jesus, Come   Gaither 

  
         *DOXOLOGY  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Lord, we give you thanks that in the coming of Christ your steadfast 
love and faithfulness have met, and your righteousness and peace have 
kissed. May the gifts we offer this day lift up those in need and prepare 
the way of your salvation. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                         THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*HYMN (See Insert)       I Wonder as I Wander    

*THE CHARGE 
The day of the Lord is coming; 

 therefore, strive to live in peace, 
for God’s salvation is near. 

 
*BLESSING  

May faithfulness spring up from the ground 
God righteousness looks down from heaven 
May the blessing of God, Eternal Majesty, 

Living Word, and Holy Comforter, 
be with you now and always. Amen. 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE 

POSTLUDE    Love Was When   Wyrtzen   


