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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Gathering Music 

WELCOME 
MINUTE FOR MISSION     Mary Ann Chitwood 
 
PRELUDE    He Leadeth Me  arr. Thomas 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

O give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so: 

God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Most amazing God, you lead us through deserts and grant us safe 
crossings.  You save us from trouble and deliver us from distress.  You 
satisfy our hunger and quench our thirst with righteousness and 
mercy.  When we lose our way, you pull us back to you and overwhelm 
us with love.  All honor and glory are yours, our master, our teacher, 
our friend.   Amen 
 
*HYMN # 7      Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God turns the desert into pools of water 
 and guides those who have gone astray. 

Let us confess to God the depth of our need, 
 that we may be saved from trouble. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord God, only you are holy.  Yet we imagine that we are righteous, 
excusing our own faults while pointing out those of others.  We are 
quick to lay burdens upon our neighbors but slow to help with our own.  
We take credit and give blame.  Despite the grace you have shown to us, 
we are slow to show mercy.  Forgive us, O God, and wash us clean, that 
we may serve you with joy and thanksgiving.  Amen. 
 



SILENT CONFESSION 
We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Sisters and brothers, God has made a way where there was no way. 
  In Christ Jesus evil and death have been vanquished, 

 and we live in a state of grace. 
Believe the gospel. 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

*GLORIA PATRI 

Christ is our peace! 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

And also with you 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM      But the Lord is Mindful of His Own   
   Felix Mendelssohn 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

By your spirit, O God, 
Still our restless spirits and unstop our ears. 

Let us hear your Word,  
In whose name we pray.  Amen. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Joshua 3: 7-17 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
THE GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 23: 1-12 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to Jesus Christ 

SERMON    True Greatness 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

*HYMN # 357     O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY     Sweet Hour of Prayer  Bradbury 

Cello and Piano 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Giver of all good gifts, how can we thank you for your never-ending 
love?  Even our very lives are not enough.  Accept these offerings as 
tokens of our gratitude and signs of our hope in the realm you have 
promised, the kingdom for which we wait.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*HYMN # 392      Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord 
 

THE CHARGE 
Lead a life worthy of God, 

who calls us into the realm of glory 
 and shows us the way of abundant life. 

 
THE BLESSING 

May the blessing of God – 
Father, Mother, Teacher, Friend – 
go with you this day and every day 

until we meet in glory.  Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL 

POSTLUDE   Great Is Thy Faithfulness 


