
20thSunday in Ordinary Time  
Gathering Music 

 
WELCOME  

 
PRELUDE    He Is Our Peace    arr. Doran                

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

God has forgiven us and drawn us close,  
reconciling us through Jesus Christ, 

who has lavished upon us 
fullness of the blessed Holy Spirit. 

With glad and grateful hearts, praise the Lord! 
 

                                                       *PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord Jesus, Son of God, your blessings know no boundaries that faith cannot 
cross. Strengthen us to trust in your mercy, reach out for your healing, and 
receive your reconciliation. Amen. 
 
 *HYMN #481               Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sins without fear 

to the One who yearns to embrace us, 
forgive us, protect us, and bless us. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus; we are tormented! Our lives have been 
disrupted by our own torturous desires and evil exploits. We are dismayed at 
your presence, anguished by the awful  fallout of our own failures. We cannot 
take back what we have said undo what we have done or atone for the agony 
we have caused. We are haunted by the past, played by the present, and 
fearful of the future. We shrink away from your gaze as strangers outside 
your circle of blessing. Yet the faith you have planted in us reaches out for 
your favor, returns to your presence, and hungers for your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
We bring our silent prayers to Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with God and prays for us. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Our God touches us with kindness, forgiving our sins, preserving our lives, and restoring 
our souls to the abundant provision of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
We are forgiven and healed in the name of Jesus the Christ.   Alleluia, Amen. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 

 
Christ is our peace. 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you 

 
CHILDREN’S HOMILY 

 
How Long Has It Been?  

  Doris Clements, Don Martinson, Marcia McClanahan  
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Merciful Savior, your suffering has saved our lives, secured our future, and restored us to a 
relationship with God. Remove the shame and fear that causes us to cower in your 
presence.  By the power of your Spirit, open our eyes and hearts to your word of love, 
mercy, healing, and blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: - Genesis 45:1-15 
The Word of the Lord 

   Thanks be to the Holy One. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING: - Matthew 15: 21-28 
 The Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON                            Avenging or Preserving Life? 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

(Phil. 2:5-11) 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 



and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 
 
*HYMNAL #447                         Lead On, O King Eternal 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY   I Love You, Lord  arr. Tornquist 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

Gracious Lord, you have given us more mercy than we could imagine and 
more blessings than we deserve.  Receive now these gifts as tokens of our 
gratitude to you, that your mercy may be multiplied and your blessings 
abound.  Embrace all those in need.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*HYMNAL #411                         Arise, Your Light Is Come! 
 

CHARGE 

The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. God has gifted you with forgiveness and 
graced you with reconciliation. Go now and share God’s gifts with the distressed and 
estranged. Christ has called you close to him and healed you from torment. Go now and 
call others to receive Christ’s mercy and healing. 

 
BLESSING 

The God who forgives, reconciles, heals, and blesses 
 is with you today and forever more. 

 
 

CHORAL RESPONSORIAL   
 
POSTLUDE    How Big is God?  Stuart Hamblen 
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